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T
he honey gold Stabicraft 1850 Frontier at Okahu Bay 
boat ramp was bathed in the yellow-red tones of dawn. 
A pair of boat shoes was perched on the coaming; a 
cap was on the IceyTek chilly bin that doubles as a seat. 
Beneath them was Boating NZ’s advertising manager 
Brett Patterson. I handed him the coffee he’d ordered by 

text. It was still too early to talk.
This particular boat will work as a kind of maritime company 

car for Boating NZ’s sister publication: NZ Fishing News. In our 
office there is plenty of inter-magazine banter, recycled humour 
on the fisho versus yachtie theme, yet here I was, taking their 
new boat for a spin. I had crossed the line. It even had NZ Fishing 
News emblazoned down either side of the hull. 

I’ve sea trialled several Stabicraft boats but most have been 
larger hardtop models and this was my first Stabicraft as a centre 
console, a concept that is becoming increasingly popular. They 
were developed for commercial applications, usually RIBs, and 
particularly handy for sole operators – the skipper’s weight is 
kept central in the boat from where it’s easy to reach out either 
side to tie up or deal with gear. But, the recreational market spied 
the centre console and said: “I want one.”

I’m guessing the Stabicraft Frontier 1850 will win no beauty 
contests, but I like its style: chunky, functional. I could imagine 
it sitting on top of six large wheels like an army truck and rolling 
through the town to save the citizens. It features Stabicraft’s 
Arrow Pontoons and the brand’s Gamechaser transom for 
backing up on fish. These normally slim down a boat visually, but 
in the Frontier’s relatively short length, combined with its high 
sides and welded panels, the effect is still chunky.

On the back is a Honda V-tec 100hp, selected by NZ Fishing 
News for its quiet running – handy in a fishing boat – and 
economy. It will also idle low enough to troll slowly when 

targeting trout without need for a smaller auxiliary motor.
The Honda V-tec engine is well represented on the helm 

console with Honda Marine’s retro-styled gauges, from 
left: a fuel gauge, speedo, rpm counter, and up and down 
trim for the engine. The Honda gauges are styley although 
aesthetically out of sync with the Lowrance electronics: the 
HDS 12 touchscreen chartplotter and Lowrance Link 8.

Also on the dash: a 12-Volt socket and two banks of four-
deck switchboards: nav light, bilge pump, bait tank, deck 
wash and cockpit lights, plus a few spare.

Stabicraft’s 1850 centre console takes all the practicalities of a commercial 
boat and serves them up on a golden platter to recreational fishermen.
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As mentioned, the Icey Tek bin topped with a squab 
doubles as the helm seat but it was too far back for me, 
so I was more comfortable driving in a standing position. 
What I really liked about the steering position was Honda’s 
ergonomically shaped throttle: my hand fitted it like a 
glove, which would be important if executing numerous 
manoeuvres to keep up with a gamefish. The Baystar steering 
was smooth and firm.

As we headed out to open water, the little Stabicraft Frontier 
felt like a solidly built beast; I wouldn’t describe it as nimble. 
Grant Dixon, editor of NZ Fishing News, says it’s intended for 
inshore and offshore fishing. The centre console’s ability to 
deliver unobstructed swinging space will suit its role in fishing 
soft baits and casting surface lures for big fish, as well as salt 

water fly fishing. 
“It’s got full, walk-around ability if you’re playing a fish,” he 

says.
Rod holders abound, with three a side, interspersed with 

drink holders to keep fishers well hydrated on hot days. The 
cleats look strong enough to harness a great white shark; a 
Motor Guide trolling motor is yet to be fitted on a bracket on 
the port bow.

A 120-litre underfloor fuel tank gives the boat “a huge 
range”, Grant says. He recently did two trips to the Hen and 
Chicken Islands and back from Marsden Cove – a distance 
of about 50nm – using fewer than 50 litres of fuel. With full 
tanks of fuel, full ice bins and three people, it cruised happily 
at 70km/hr – around 32kts. There are sealed buoyancy 

“The centre console’s ability
to deliver unobstructed swinging 
space will suit its role in fishing...”
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There is plenty of storage – in side lockers in the coamings, and 
under the for’ard seat in front of the helm console as well as the 
IceyTek bin. Useful features include a deck wash in the starboard 
side cavity and cockpit lighting for night fishing.

We anchored with the Stressfree anchor windlass, with Freefall 
setting engaged. How wonderfully ironic to officially name an 
anchoring system Stressfree. 

It even looks as though it deserves it: the open anchor well has a 
winch drum which rolls and unrolls the rope/chain warp to hoist or 
lower the anchor; it’s push-button on the helm console. The drum is 
a baby version of what you see on harbour tugs. It avoids the scenario 
in which chain piles up in the anchor well and blocks its own entry/
exit. And, it’s visible. You can see the drum turning, so if there is a 
tangle, you can see it and fix it.

To be fair, we had one tiny glitch – when we hit the Up button, 
the anchor went down and vice versa, due to the warp being loaded 
the wrong way around. So if you buy a Stressfree anchoring system 
and find your ups and downs are muddled, you know why.

I fished another line and definitely spied something huge – 
seriously – showing a vague interest in my soft bait. Brett told me I’d 
never catch anything in 6m of clear water on a sunny day, and he 

compartments underfloor, too.
Brett and I took turns throwing the boat around for the 

camera but realistically, this isn’t a boat for throwing around; 
it really does exude a safe, solid feel on the water with heaps of 
stability. 

It was time to treat Brett to one of his favourite forms of 
amusement: watching a yachtie fish. He reckons it’s the funniest 
show on the water and I didn’t disappoint, quickly creating a 
small bird’s nest to keep him occupied. 

If I had managed to bring a fish onboard, I could have 
filleted it on the baitboard which lifts up to access the livebait 
tank; its glass front means you can check on the occupants. 
Below this is a raised locker for the two batteries and a fire 
extinguisher. Battery switches are easily accessible and there is a 
Perko powerpoint next to the engine on starboard side. A basic 
boarding ladder is on port.

 

 engine speed boat speed 

 rpm mph 
 2000 5.0
 2500 6.9 
 3000 9.0 
 3500 14.6 
 4000 19.5 
 5000 25.8 
 6000 30.3

PERFORMANCE
Stabicraft 1850 Frontier

The bright yellow dash 
displays Honda’s retro dials 
and Lowrance electronics.



Stabicraft Frontier 1850
➤ loa 5.6m 

➤ beam 2.24m

➤ deadrise 17.5 degrees

➤ standard towing weight approx 1200kg

➤ construction marine grade aluminium

➤ bottom 4mm

➤ sides and deck thickness 3mm

➤ engines as reviewed Honda 100hp VTEC

➤ recommended hp 90hp

➤ length on trailer 6700mm

➤ height on trailer 2100mm

➤ trailer Stabicraft DMW

➤ available Kev and Ian’s Marine  
www.kev.co.nz (09) 267 4999

proved to be right. However, I liked the high topsides for security, the numerous 
water holders – in my case, coffee holders – and the wide tops to the gunwales 
which were comfortable to perch on. That was good because the Arrow 
pontoons intrude on the toe room so fishing while standing is less comfortable 
than on some boats. However, there are also flip-up padded seats either side of 
the engine, aft. Tube mat softens the floor underfoot.

We headed home through several kahawai work-ups but despite being 
in a boat festooned with rods and lures, failed to catch dinner. This, I am 
convinced, is partly because I don’t want to. As the Dawn Princess cruise 
ship lumbered into town, we met her wake with aplomb; again, this small 
Stabicraft just feels absolutely in contact with the water and exhibits its 
trademark Stabicraft stability. B
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